S                    GEOGRAPHY   BEHIND   POLITICS
convenience of analysis, but the provision must be made that
the overriding necessity of modern times is the integration of
both internafand external State relationships.
The entire land surface of the earth, with its great wealth
of geographical environments, is now shared by a large number
of States which do not conform to any clearly defined type, but
each of which possesses three essential elements, territory,
people, and organizations, which may be analysed, described
and mapped with considerable accuracy. But wherever people
live on a territory and whatever political system they may
adopt, their activities represent, at least in part, a response to
environmental conditions which, in their turn, set limits to
and affect those human activities which take place within the
territorial framework.
No State can exist in vacuo> without a territory, but no
territory can be formed into a State without people. There
may be "Stateless persons", but there can be no uninhabited
States, although some modern political units include areas of
very low population densities. Thus the twin pillars of the
State, territory and people, are closely wrelded together by
their relationships. This is no mere "geographical determinism".
There is no guarantee that the people inhabiting a State territory
will react to its environmental conditions in a given manner:
hence the great variety of political and economic organizations
which exist, and will probably continue to exist, in the world.
What can be said in general terms of this aspect of Political
Geography is that every environment provides certain oppor-
tunities which its inhabitants may or may not utilize, which
may lie dormant and unappreciated until an appropriate phase
in the development of the people has been reached.
The extent to which environmental opportunities are
realized and utilized is reflected in the success and stability
of the economic techniques and political forms of a particular
State, but it does not follow that the methods and forms of
one State will be equally applicable to another set of environ-
mental conditions. One of the most useful conclusions to be
derived from politico-geographical studies is the unwisdom of
imposing systems which have proved successful in one case
no other States, more especially in the political sphere.